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About Plow to Plate
World Central Kitchen is committed to reducing the high rate of food
insecurity that exists in Puerto Rico by supporting and partnering
with smallholder farms, agricultural organizations, and small
businesses in the food economy through direct funding grants.  In
2018, our goal was to help many of these entities revitalize their
operations after Hurricane María and begin to regrow their long-term
capacity for food production, distribution, and sales.  
 
Going forward, we will help our grantees contribute to a system-wide
increase in food security, sustainability, and resiliency against future
disasters. We aim to strengthen the overall food economy and affect a
lasting decrease in the island's high rate of food imports.
 
In addition to grants, Plow to Plate offers our partner grantees access
to a variety of networking and learning opportunities in the areas of
agriculture and core business skills that help get their products to
market.  WCK connects interested grantees with visitors to the island
who wish to volunteer on the farms to provide crucial human capital
and form part of a growing agro-tourism industry.

$547,000
awarded to
35 grantees

Networking
&

 Capacity
Building

Volunteers
&

Agro-Tourism



AAA Orgánico
 

Aurita is a veteran and  mother whose small farm
and home in Vieques were nearly completely
destroyed by Hurricane María. WCK grant funds
have helped her replace lost equipment, her pick up
truck,  and fruit trees, as well as to purchase items
to rebuild her greenhouse, trellises,  irrigation
system, and  fencing for poultry and goats.  Her goal
is to  establish a viable and productive nursery, a
crucial need on her island.
 
Vieques is almost entirely dependent on the main
island for all its food and supplies so there is a great
need for farms who can grow fresh produce and
fruit.   Aurita hopes to help start a Farm to Table
and farmer's market culture on this small island.
 

 

Aurita Maldonado
 
Rural  agro-ecological
farm
 
2 acres
 
Greens,  vegetables, fruit
trees, chickens,  goats

Vieques

San Juan

Ponce

Mayagüez

Arecibo



A La Cosecha
 

A La Cosecha is an agricultural company that
grows vegetables and spices, creates added value
products, and offers workshops for schools and
other organizations to raise awareness about the
importance of consuming fresh local products. 
 They teach children and youth about farming
practices in order to develop their interest in
agriculture. They also operate a popular farmer's
market in partnership with another WCK grantee,
ARECMA.
 
WCK funds have served to purchase a
commercial-grade refrigerator,  rebuild A La
Cosecha's greenhouses and help the organization
recover from the devastation caused by
Hurricane María.

 

Rubén  Rosa Falero
 
Suburban  agro-ecological
farm, processing and
training center
 
5 acres
 
Peppers, herbs, beans, 
 sofrito, mojito criollo, hot
sauces
 
 Yabucoa

San Juan

Ponce

Mayagüez

Arecibo



Agro Comunidades
 

Agro Comunidades manages community gardens in
26 public housing projects throughout the west side
of the island.  Residents volunteer in the gardens,
earning credits towards the "purchase" of produce
for personal consumption. Adults and children learn
about urban farming techniques, adopt better
nutrition habits, and take pride in what they have
grown.
 
WCK is funding the construction of small
greenhouses at 12 locations to protect harvests
from rain, heat or droughts, and to help increase the
production of food grown by and for the residents.

 

Community development
organization
 
Urban gardens in 26 public
housing developments
 
Small greens, peppers,
passion fruit, eggplant,
tomatoes, vegetables
 

Aguadilla, Añasco, Arecibo,
Guayanilla, Mayaguez,
Quebradillas, Utuado, Yauco

San Juan

Ponce

Mayagüez

Arecibo



Asociación Maunabeña de Pequeños
Agricultores de Maunabo - AMPA
 

AMPA's mission is to support the small farmers of  
Maunabo through the leasing of agricultural land,
the purchase of agricultural inputs and lending of
farming  equipment owned by the association. 
 
As ground zero for Hurricane María, the 
 hurricane devastated the area of Maunabo with
catastrophic implications for plantain production
as well as all minor products. Most of the 
 members lost 100% of their crops.  
 
The community has been slowly recovering and
WCK funds are being used to outfit  a new
distribution center where AMPA members will be
able to package and sell their production.

 

Solano Burgos
 
Farmers cooperative
 
50 small farm members
 
Local produce including
bananas, plantains, sweet
peppers, vegetables and
fruits

Maunabo

San Juan

Ponce

Mayagüez

Arecibo



Asociación de Agricultores Unidos de
Trujillo Alto y sus Barrios
 

Sitting on more than an acre of land, the school
above was abandoned more than 30 years ago.  In
this innovative project, the property will be
transformed into an agricultural community and
training center.  WCK funds will support the
renovation costs of the building.
 
Association members, some of whom studied at the
school when they were children, want to inspire the
youth of Trujillo to learn about farming and help the
town become more resilient and food secure.  They
plan to sell some of produce grown at the farmers
market they run on the first Sunday of each month.

 

Hector Betancourt
 
Farmers cooperative
 
27 members who own or
manage over 200 acres in
the area
 
Vegetables, tubers,
plantains, roots,  coffee,
cacao, fruit, bees

Trujillo Alto

San Juan

Ponce

Mayagüez

Arecibo



Arboretum Doña Inés Park
Luis Muñoz Marín Foundation
 

Wild, indigenous bees are crucial to any healthy
agricultural ecosystem.  However, because of habitat
loss due to land development, climate change, and
Hurricane Maria, there is a great need for more native
shrubs and trees for these pollinators in Puerto Rico, 
 where pollinators decreased substantially after the
hurricanes, including an 80% reduction in the honey
bee population.

 
With funding from WCK, the Arboretum will build
two greenhouses to serve as propagation centers for
these plants. Within two years, they will be able to
sell and distribute more than 50 pollinator attractive
species to farmers and communities across the island  
to incorporate into their farming practices and 
 increase production. 

 

Agro. Christian Torres
Santana
 
12 acre native plant
arboretum, public garden,
urban forest, research and
educational facility
 
Pollinator-friendly native 
 trees and shrubs 

San Juan

San Juan

Ponce

Mayagüez

Arecibo



Asociación Recreativa, Educativa y
Comunal de Mariana - ARECMA
 

Since its founding in 1982, ARECMA has supported
the integral development and social welfare of the
community of Mariana by and for residents.
 
Post María, ARECMA has focused on building resiliency
against future storms by outfitting  an off-grid
industrial kitchen that provides daily low-cost meals to
the community.  ARECMA also hosts the annual
Breadfruit Festival and Farmer's Market of Humacao to
the benefit of the community and surrounding farmers. 
 

WCK funds will purchase tools and equipment,
organic seeds and fertilizer, and materials for the
construction of a greenhouse to help the community
reach its goals of sustainability, and food safety and
independence. 

 

Jose Soto , Christine Nieves
 
Community development
organization
 
16 acres managed through
agro-forestry, educational
workshops
 
Breadfruit
 
 Humacao

San Juan

Ponce

Mayagüez

Arecibo



Proyecto Agroecológico Urbano
Intermedia Berwind
 

Berwind Intermediate enrolls students of low to
middle income families and has an ambitious plan to
teach these youth about urban farming and healthy
eating by building two large greenhouses on school
property.
 
Even more exciting, the school has identified over 80
acres of abandoned lots in its district that it hopes in
time to be able to convert to productive community
gardens, led by the students, parents and teachers
to benefit residents of the entire neighborhood.
They have already begun this ambitious project with
1 acre belonging to a local church. 
 
WCK funds will be used to purchase much needed
equipment and materials for the greenhouses and
students.

 

Carol Ramos and Rosario
Santana 
 
Public middle school 
 
2.7 acres
 
School garden and reclamation
of abandoned  plots for
community gardens
 

San Juan

San Juan

Ponce

Mayagüez

Arecibo



Bikai
 

Bikai is a family agro-ecological project  successfully
ran  a C.S.A. delivery  for 8 years prior to Hurricane
María.  In the weeks after the storm, they were able to
quickly re-plant crops and became one of the sole
fresh food suppliers in their area.  

 
Rolando and  Frances, both scientists previously
employed at the Department of Natural Resources ,
have a mission to establish a food hub in the
mountains of Utuado where access to food is difficult.
 
WCK funds will be used to purchase tools and
equipment,  a garden  tractor and trimmer to cut down
work time, commercial refrigerator to extend
produce's shelf-life, as well as fruit trees to expand
their variety.

 

Rolando Saavedra and
Frances Candelaria
 
Rural agro-ecological farm
 
5 acres, C.S.A.
 
Greens, tomatoes, peppers,
cucumbers, beans, chayote,
yams,  eggs, fruit trees,
artisanal bread

Utuado

San Juan

Ponce

Mayagüez

Arecibo



La Botica de la Tierra
 

In the aftermath of Hurricane María, Norysell lost the
home, barn and  fences she had just finished building  on
her  farm in Cabo Rojo, on the island's -south-western
coast. 
 

On her small farm, Norysell practices and develops
agro-ecology, land conservation and restoration,
sustainable agriculture,  animal husbandry, and eco
tourism. 
 

WCK funds have been used to rebuild the barn and
stable for her beloved goats as well as a water
reservoir that was lost during the storm and is vital in
the drier south-west of the island. 

 

Norysell Massanet
 
Eco-agrological farm
 
Regenerative agroforestry 
 
Animal husbandry, goats,
fermented products,
artisanal breads 

Cabo Rojo

San Juan

Ponce

Mayagüez

Arecibo



Centro de Microempresas y
Tecnologías Agrícolas Sustentables
Yauco - CMTAS
 

CMTAS' mission is to create and support agricultural
micro-entrepreneurs from 5 disadvantaged
communities in Yauco. They provide learning and 
 training that contribute to the development of the
community through sustainable practices. 
 

After the storm, their community kitchen became the
de-facto feeding hub for many surrounding
neighborhoods, which were cut off by collapsed
bridges. 
 
With WCK funds, CMTAS will outfit the community
kitchen with industrial equipment to provide meals for
the community, workshops for micro-entrepreneurs, as
well as certification and processing of value-added
products. 

 

Wanda Santiago and Pablo E.
Guzman
 
Non-profit, micro-
entrepreneurship 
 
Community and training
center, 70 acre farm
 
Pork, cattle, bees, fruit trees,
vegetables, seeds, medicinal
plants, added-value products

Yauco

San Juan

Ponce

Mayagüez

Arecibo



La Comarka
 

La Comarka is a consumer facing  ecological project 
 delivering fresh produce directly to homes or
residents. 
 
In the mountains of Utuado, Marla and Joey have had to
take on educational initiatives to inform consumer
about highly nutritious foods such as kale, which are
relatively unknown and unavailable in these
mountainous towns.  
 
Through the assistance provided with a WCK grant, La
Comarka will build a compost processing area for
natural fertilization, a water collection and irrigation
system, and purchase additional goats and chickens to
increase availability of fresh milk, cheeses, and eggs.

 

 

Marla Quintana And Jose
Pomales
 
Rural agro-ecological farm
 
73 acres
 
Greens, tomatoes,
peppers, eggplant,  herbs,
goats, and chickens

Utuado

San Juan

Ponce

Mayagüez

Arecibo



Conservación con Ciencia
 

The Hucares Fishing Village in Naguabo has one of
the  highest production rates of fish and seafood  in
Puerto Rico.  Fishing is the only source of income for
many here,  who mainly catch coral reef species like
lobster, conch, octopus and snapper.
 
Conservation con Ciencia will help the fishermen 
 update operations and diversify the fishery  to
transition to sustainable fishing and  be more resilient
in the face of climate change. 
 
With WCK funds, the fishing village will purchase
fishing equipment and high-speed motors for their
boats to reach healthy populations of pelagic species 
 (Dorado, Peto, Swordfish, among others) further asea. 

 

Raimundo Espinoza
 
Environmental nonprofit,
Fisherman's Association
 
Marine  conservation in the
industrial fishing sector 

Naguabo

San Juan

Ponce

Mayagüez

Arecibo



Cosechas Tierra Viva
 

At Cosechas Tierra Viva, Smart Farming involves  4
principles: Bio-intensive Techniques, Water
Conservation, Renewable Energy, and the Internet of
Farming (IoF). 
 
IoF utilizes technology in food production to allow the
farmer to monitor the microclimate, make efficient use
of resources, automate daily tasks, and improve crop
management.  
 
Along with ecological agricultural practices, this new
agricultural model lowers costs and maximizes
production per square foot. 
 

WCK funds will be used to remodel a health-
compliant post-harvest station that will improve the
quality of harvested products and comply with local
and federal food regulations.

 

Franco Marcano Medina
 
Smart farm
 
1.5 acres
 
Bio-intenstive
sustainable techniques,
Internet of Farming
 
Greens, root vegetables,
cucumbers, fruits 

Las Piedras

Ponce

Mayagüez

San Juan
Arecibo



El Departamento de la
Comida
 

El Departamento de la Comida was  founded in 2010 
 with a CSA program to support small and medium 
 farms using sustainable  practices. In 2011, they
launched the first and only restaurant to completely 
 source from local  farmers.  
 
The space was unfortunately destroyed during the
Hurricane and they have since led solidarity work
brigades around the island,  distributed seeds, and
installed resilient infrastructure on farms through the
PR Resilience Fund. 

 
By means of a WCK grant, they will establish a tool-
lending library, the first of its kind in PR, as a way to
help farmers increase food production with seeds,
farming equipment, and technical resources.

 

Tara Rodriguez, Karla
Abreu, and Kieran Murray
 
Community farming
organization
 
Technical training, tool-
lending library, and other
resources for farmers

Caguas

San Juan

Ponce

Mayagüez

Arecibo



Desde Mi Huerto
 

As the largest producer of organic seeds on the
island, Desde Mi Huerto is well known in the local
eco- agrological community.  Their seeds are sold in
stores large and small throughout Puerto Rico and
their product has played an important role in the last
year by helping farmers begin the process of
replanting lost crops.
 
WCK is supporting Desde Mi Huerto with funding to
build a cool storage area to better preserve seeds
and a kitchen where they can process the pulp
obtained when removing seeds from fruit to create
added value products and reduce food waste.

 

Raul Rosado
 
Organic seed producer
 
5 acres
 
Organic seed grower and
vendor 
 
 
Isabela

San Juan

Ponce

Mayagüez

Arecibo



F & A Horti Products
 

Agronomer Alfonso Díaz dedicates his family farm in
Utuado to the production of nightshades.  Through the
use of hydroponic systems, Alfonso, who is a
woodworker and solder as well, has created fertigation
systems allowing him to grow a tremendous supply of
multi-colored peppers. 
 
With WCK funds, Alfonso will rebuild the greenhouse
that was badly damaged during the hurricane, with the
hopes of doubling production by next year and adding
cucumbers to his repertoire. 

 

Agro. Alfonso Díaz Colón
 
Smallholder farm
 
35 acres
 
Nightshades (Peppers,
eggplant, tomatoes) 
 plantains, coffee, and
cacao

Utuado

San Juan

Ponce

Mayagüez

Arecibo



Finca Conciencia
 

Finca Conciencia is dedicated to agro-ecological
production, pollination, bee-keeping,  and the
advancement of social, economic and environmental
justice. They work with community-based resilient
agriculture to produce  food in a healthy and
accessible way for all. 
 
Reliable access to water and irrigation is a
continuous challenge on Vieques. With WCK funds,
the farm will build a permanent structure to serve as
a water collection system that will feed into a new
irrigation system, a workshop space to lead training
and educational initiatives, and provide a working
area to build beehives. 
 
 

 

Ana Elisa Perez and Jorge
Cora
 
Rural agro-ecological farm
 
3 acres
 
Bees,  greens, roots, herbs,
fruits,  and citrus

Vieques

San Juan

Ponce

Mayagüez

Arecibo



Finca Don Cotto
 

Samuel Cotto lost nearly everything after Hurricane
María. To date, he has received no assistance outside of
WCK funds. 
 
With our assistance, Samuel is in the process of
completing an outdoor farm-kitchen to process value-
added products, a walk-in cooler to preserve harvested
produce, and a rain-water collection system to provide
reliable irrigation in the face of climate change and
extended periods of drought. 
 

 

 

Samuel Morales Cotto
 
Rural agro-ecological farm
 
5 acres
 
CSA,  roots, plantains,
vegetables

Aguas Buenas

San Juan

Ponce

Mayagüez

Arecibo



 

Gisela was one of the many farmers who nearly lost it
all after Hurricane María - her house,  the chicken coop,  
water cistern, and countless fruit trees and crops.   Her
farm in Toa Alta was completely covered in debris.
 

WCK's  grant funds  were  used to purchase a
rototiller- which Gisela  plans to  share with 
 neighboring farmers- fruit  trees to replace the lost
ones, construction materials to rebuild the
greenhouse and chicken coop, and to replace the
much needed water cistern.  

 

Gisele Iranzo
 
Rural agro-ecological farm
 
5 acres
 
Plantains, chickens, fruit
trees

Toa Alta

San Juan

Ponce

Mayagüez

Arecibo

Finca Orgánica Anpetuwí
 



Finca Orgánica Mi Casa
 

In the Northeast town of Camuy, Luis Soto (known as
Don Luis) owns and operates  one of the few FDA-
certified organic farms in Puerto Rico. 
 
Don Luis  was a pioneer in organic farming  in the 80s
and now collects and classifies native seeds on the
brink of extinction.  
 
With the help of WCK, Don Luis will purchase a tractor
and implements that will allow him to double
production and expand to 2 more acres of unused
arable land. He will also purchase sifters, seed blowers,
and a refrigerator to propagate his passion for seed
conservation. 

 

Luis Soto
 
Rural agro-ecological farm
 
4.5 acres
 
Greens, root vegetables,
legumes, peppers, tomatoes,
plantains, squash, eggplant,
papaya, turmeric, ginger,
shallots

Camuy

San Juan

Ponce

Mayagüez

Arecibo



Frutos Del Guacabo
 

Family owned Frutos Del Guacabo in Manatí
specializes in hydroponics to grow microgreens
and lettuces.  They also produce a number of
added value products using fruit pulp, goats milk,
and peppers grown on the property.
 
Frutos acts as a mini-wholesaler for other small
farms, facilitating their access to hotel and
restaurant customers by consolidating produce by
volume and quality.
 
In the heat of Puerto Rico, produce does not last
long once harvested without refrigeration. WCK
funds helped Frutos purchase and install a large
walk-in cooler to store fruits and vegetables until
they are ready for delivery.

 

Efren Robles
 
Hydroponic farm
 
3 acres
 
Microgreens, lettuce, 
 peppers, goats, chickens,
rabbits and added value
products

Manatí

San Juan

Ponce

Mayagüez

Arecibo



Grupo VESAN
 

Grupo Vesan is the first indoor vertical farming
enterprise in Puerto Rico and the Caribbean. The
controlled environment allows them to produce
year-round without the use of pesticides, and after
Hurricane María allowed them to be back in
production in just a matter of weeks. 
 
IIn the near future, Vesan has their hopes set on
becoming the first strawberry producer on the island, a
crop their are currently experimenting with. 
 
Through a WCK grant, Grupo Vesan will purchase and
install an Agrotonix monitoring unit to avoid
production losses from power failure or system
shutdowns as well as the purchase of replacement of
L.E.D Growing Lights and an emergency inventory. 
 
 

 

Arleen Caraballo and
Francisco Santana 
 
Urban indoor vertical
and hydroponic farm
 
Seed shipping container
 
Lettuce, micro-greens,
strawberries

Ponce

San Juan

Ponce

Mayagüez

Arecibo



Hacienda Agroecológica Renacer
 

This farm, developed over the last 5 years is a
model of sustainability, organic farming and self-
reliance as it functions entirely off the grid for
power and water.
 
With former experience as USDA Consumer Safety
inspector & Public Health Inspector at Health
Department, Evelyn and her partner Rafael, agro
ecological farmer, have built a fully certified
kitchen for retail meat processing which is made
available to her neighbors or local communities for
butchering or to use for the preparation of added
value items.
 
WCK is supporting the final build out of the
kitchen, which will serve as one of our emergency
kitchens in the case of a future disaster like
Hurricanes Irma and María.

 

Evelyn Baez & Rafael Elias
 
Self-sustaining, resilient, 
 agro-ecological farm
 
30 acres
 
Greens, roots, vegetables,
plantains, fruits trees,
medicinal plants, breadfruits
chickens, cattle, pigs, eggs,
sheep and value-added
items.

Carolina

San Juan

Ponce

Mayagüez

Arecibo



J & M Agrícola
 

José Luis is a licensed agronomist who regularly helps
and coaches others in their agricultural endeavors.
On his mountain farm, he often hosts workshops for
4-H youth, and for technical personnel of state and
federal agencies.
 
To expand current production, J&M is in great need
of an irrigation system and a packing area to prep
harvested produce for market.  WCK funds will serve
to meet both these goals in 2019.  Within a couple of
years, the farm aims to increase the citrus crops by
75% and at least double the harvest of bananas,
guavas and yautía.

 

José Luis Otero Rivera
 
Rural agro-ecological farm
 
13 acres
 
Fruits, citrus, root
vegetables, and plantains

Ciales

San Juan

Ponce

Mayagüez

Arecibo



El Josco Bravo
 

Not only is El Josco Bravo one of the most well-
known  farms in the eco-agricultural network, it is
also one of the premier training centers on the
island.  The program has already more than 250
graduates, many of whom have already started
their own new farming endeavors throughout
Puerto Rico.
 
With its WCK grant, El Josco Bravo will secure the
materials to build a small cool room to store
produce and a new refrigerated van to deliver it.
Together these assets will help to eliminate food
waste and improve the farm's earning potential.

 

Ian Pagán Roig
 
Eco-agrological farm and
training center
 
69 acres
 
Lettuce and greens,
roots, plantains, fruit,
citrus, and cattle

Toa Alta

San Juan

Ponce

Mayagüez

Arecibo



La Microfinca
 

Tadilka Rivera became unemployed after Hurricane
María and decided to her hobby and passion  into her
her full-time job. She moved from her small-home in
San Juan, where she sold produce from an urban
garden, and transitioned to a 7 acre family plot in
Camuy. 
 
Now her days are spent between  teaching landscaping 
 and  urban design at the University of Turabo and
turning the farm into a productive venture. 
 
Tadilka will utilize her WCK grant to build a walk-in
cooler and storage area.  With the help of walk-in
cooler, she will be able to extend the life of harvested
crops and have more time for them to reach consumers,
restaurants and  farmer's markets. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Tadilka M. Rivera
 
Rural agro-ecological farm
 
7 acres
 
Microgreens, greens,
peppers, herbs,  radishes,
and plantains

Camuy

San Juan

Ponce

Mayagüez

Arecibo



Mimosa Brunch
 

Mimosa Brunch brings organic brunch and lunch
offerings to the town of Aguadilla.
 
Married to another WCK grantee, Sebastian
Sotomayor of Rancho Orgánico Feliz, Charlotte has
direct access to all types of organic ingredients and
purchases produce, dairy and other items directly
from farmers throughout the western side of the
island.
 
WCK gave Charlotte the funding she needed to open
her restaurant.  Her goal is to serve both tourists and
locals, and educate her community about how
delicious healthy and sustainable food can be.

 

Charlotte Rivera
 
Farm-to-table restaurant
 
Purchases all her
ingredients from local eco-
agrological farmers
 
 
Aguada

San Juan

Ponce

Mayagüez

Arecibo



Moica Farms
 

 

Moises Torres Tirado &
Carla Carlo
 
Rural agro-ecological farm
 
10 acres
 
Fruit and citrus trees,
legumes, pithaya, avocado

Quebradillas

San Juan

Ponce

Mayagüez

Arecibo

As it lies near the northwest coast, a large portion of
Moica Farms was flooded with salt water pulled from
the ocean and dumped on land by Hurricane Maria. 
 Crops were a complete loss and most of the
structures on the farm were severely damaged, like
the greenhouse above.
 
 Moises and his wife Carla are both agronomists.
Together they have been replanting and repairing
what they can, but without any help from the state or
federal agencies, it has been slow going.
 
WCK funds will be used to rehab the greenhouse,
purchase spikes to support new passion fruit vines
and field and brush mower. 
 



Pura Parcha
 

Pura Parcha grows passion fruit following strict eco-
agricultural standards. With a 50 acre virgin forest
that is home to wild bees and an additional 22 acres
under production, this family owned farm is an
important parcel of land for the ecological welfare of
the island.
 
Much of the passion fruit grown here is pressed for
juices and pulp and sold throughout the island as well
as exported. 
 
The farm needs a large 20x20 cooler to store
harvested fruit until it can be delivered to buyers and
minimize waste of fruit harmed by the heat.  WCK
funding will help Pura Parcha with this goal.

San Sebastian

San Juan

Ponce

Mayagüez

Arecibo

Daniel Estrada Pagán
 
Rural agro-ecological farm
 
72 acres
 
Passionfruit



Rancho Orgánico Feliz
 

Like so many other farms, Rancho Orgánico Feliz
suffered tremendous losses from Hurricane María. 
 And like others, revenues were wiped out for months
as not only were crops destroyed and thus couldn't
be sold, many restaurant clients from before Maria
were closed for months and so even what could be
grown after was hard to sell.
 
With the support of WCK, Sebastian has been
rebuilding his farm by planting new fruit trees,
rebuilding the animal pens and fencing around the
property, and reestablishing the beehives that were
lost.

San Sebastian

San Juan

Ponce

Mayagüez

Arecibo

Sebastian Eli Sotomayor
 
Rural agro-ecological farm
 
30 acres
 
Cacao, roots, bananas,  fruit
trees, greens, chickens



El Reverdecer
 

This small but highly productive farm in Ponce is led by
farming couple Abner Santiago & Marta Lopez.  
 

Producing a wonderful variety of greens, fruits and
vegetable, the farm has received WCK funding to
build a walk-in cooler, repair the greenhouse that
was damaged by Hurricane Maria, and build a fence
around their property to protect their crops from
dogs, iguanas and whatever else takes a fancy to
their crops.
 
El Reverdecer often hosts WCK tourist volunteers
who want to spend a day or more helping Puerto
Rico in its recovery.  Abner and Marta are always
commended for their hospitality and success in
bringing their farm back from the destruction of the
2017 storms.

Ponce

San Juan

Ponce

Mayagüez

Arecibo

Abner Santiago & Marta
Lopez
 
Rural agro-ecological farm
 
5 acres
 
Lettuce and greens, roots,
plantains, fruit, and citrus



The Rooftop Garden
 

The Rooftop Garden quickly outgrew the rooftop
where this micro-enterprise got its start and now
operates on a half acre urban plot in the heart of San
Juan.  The company is selling  its products to
restaurants and at farmers markets throughout the
metropolitan region.
 
Gabriel has plans to develop an abandoned soccer
field into a community garden and to expand his
current operations to additional nearby empty lots. 
 He also offers training in community and urban
farming to others. 
 
WCK funding will support the purchase of a new
irrigation system and walk-in cooler which will help
grow production and facilitate storage.

Rio Piedras, San Juan

San Juan

Ponce

Mayagüez

Arecibo

Gabriel Rodriguez
 
Urban farm
 
.5 acres
 
Microgreens, lettuce and
greens, edible flowers



Siembra Tres Amigos
 

Owen Ingley is the Executive Director of Plenitud,
one of the most respected organizations dedicated to
promoting eco-agrological farming and sustainable
living techniques on the island. Sitting on an adjacent
property, Siembra Tres Amigos is Owen and his wife
Paula's newest agricultural venture where they are 
 reclaiming a farm that was largely abandoned and
bringing it back to life and productivity.
 
WCK funds will be used to purchase two used
containers for storage of tools, equipment and farm
machinery and build a 44'x22' concrete pad on which
the containers will be placed.
 
 
 

Las Marias

San Juan

Ponce

Mayagüez

Arecibo

Paula Paoli and Owen
Ingley
 
Rural agro-ecological farm
 
12 acres
 
Citrus, coffee, and
vegetables
 
 



Siembra Tres Vidas
 

This ecological farm's methods work with nature  to
produce the highest quality food, all while improving
the quality of the soil which is free of chemical
pesticides or fertilizers.  
 
WCK has funded  a Grillo Tractor, which has been
monumental in expediting work on the farm, a walk-
in cooler for storing harvested crops, and the build
out of a community farmer's market, the first-ever in
the area to accept the Nutrition Assistance Program.

 

Daniella Rodriguez
 
Eco-agrological farm
 
5 acres
 
Lettuce and greens, fruit
trees,  peppers, chickens,
community market, CSA  
 
Woman co-led
 

Aíbonito

San Juan

Ponce

Mayagüez

Arecibo



Grant History

A A A  O r g á n i c a  
A  L a  C o s e c h a
A g r o  C o m u n i d a d e s  
A s o c i a c i ó n  M a u n a b e ñ a  
A s o c i a c i ó n  T r u j i l l o  A l t o
A r b o r e t u m  D o ñ a  I n e s   
A R E C M A       
B e r w i n d  I n t e r m e d i a    
B i k a i
L a  B o t i c a  d e  l a  T i e r r a  
C M T A S  -  Y a u c o         
L a  C o m a r k a  
C o n c e r v a c i ó n  c o n  C i e n c i a
C o s e c h a s  T i e r r a  V i v a  
D e p t  d e  l a  C o m i d a       
D e s d e  M i  H u e r t o  
F & A  H o r t i  P r o d u c t s
F i n c a  C o n c i e n c i a    
 
 

O c e a n  D e l i  
P e k o  P e k o  F o o d  T r u c k
R a f a  T r a n s p o r t
Y u m m y  D u m p l i n g s  
 

2017  -   $211,000

2018  -   $547,000

B i l i  R e s t a u r a n t  
E l  C h u r r y  R e s t a u r a n t
C o c i n a  V e n t u r a  V i v o n i
D a m e  U n  B i t e
T h e  M e a t b a l l  C o m p a n y  
 

F i n c a  D o n  C o t t o
F i n c a  O r g á n i c a  A n p e t u w i  
F i n c a  O r g á n i c a  M i  C a s a
F r u t o s  d e l  G u a c a b o       
G r u p o  V e s a n  
H a c i e n d a  R e n a c e r       
J & M  A g r i c o l a
E l  J o s c o  B r a v o
L a  M i c r o f i n c a  
M i m o s a  B r u n c h  R e s t a u r a n t   
M o i c a  F a r m s  
P u r a  P a r c h a
R a n c h o  O r g á n i c o  F e l i z
E l  R e v e r d e c e r  
T h e  R o o f t o p  G a r d e n
S i e m b r a  T r e s  A m i g o s          
 S i e m b r a  T r e s  V i d a s    
 

           Woman-led or Co-led 
         Community Outreach
         Educational Partner
         Emergency Kitchen



Volunteering and 
Agro-Tourism
One of the three pillars of our Plow to Plate program centers around
offering island visitors opportunities to volunteer for a day or more
at partnering farms. There is so much to be done – planting,
harvesting, making new beds, clearing land, weeding, working with or
feeding animals, building structures, trimming, cleaning, among other
tasks. 
 
Their service provides much needed human capital and assistance for
our small holder farmers to ensure that fresh fruits and vegetables
are grown, picked and packed to reach those who need it.
 
WCK encourages visitors to leave San Juan and spend time in the
many beautiful areas of Puerto Rico that would benefit from
increased tourism.  With recommendations for worthy attractions,
restaurants and places to stay near the farm where volunteers are
assigned, WCK aims to help with the revitalization of the the island's
hospitality and travel industry.
 
Farms can generally accommodate volunteers of all ages, from 8 to
88, and single travelers to groups of 20 or more.  





Notes
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